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which it seems there is no want in the desart and in some
places very large ones. I enquired of Hodgee1 Salek, our
conductor, what remedy they had when bit thereby; who
told me none but Allah Kerim, that God was great and pro-
tected them, not having in his time known one instance of
their doing harm. The evening and night agreeable, cool.
ID//?. Today being the Jews Sabbath, they prevailed on
the Caravan Bashi with (30) thirty dollars not to proceed,
which seems a trifling sum to detain so large a company;
but he commands and it may be supposed that nobody bid
against him. This conductor in chief is always a man of
extraordinary note amongst the Desert Arabs in general, and
ours was called Said ]\lahud, and his business is to protect
the caravan from being molested by any tribe we may meet
in our way, for which he receives a Tanto per load. But
altho' this man is principally necessary for the security of
the caravan, he is not absolutely sufficient, for we have also
several others of different tribes, who likewise receive a
gratuity for their protection; and this expense amounts to
the merchants in the whole, from Aleppo to Bassora, to about
(14) fourteen dollars each load; but provisions should be
excused for only a small present. As we were necessitated
to defer proceeding on our journey till tomorrow, I fain
would have employed the idle day in visiting a town we saw
in sight, about seven miles distance, called by the Arabs
Jaiba2, which seems a large place, having a large tower in the
middle. The Arabs inform us it is a place of great antiquity
but now in ruins, which is all they know of the matter; and
as to my going thither no one that I invited would accompany
me thither, or could I prevail by any means with Hodgee
Salek to supply me with a beast and some Arabs for enjoying
the pleasure alone; whether because there might be dangers
and any accidents be imputed to his defect of care, or that
Arabs don't approve of our examining these places in the
desart, I know not; but all the reasons he gave were, the
undertaking was improper and that the sight would rather
1  Haji: one who has made the pilgrimage to Mecca.
2  Taiyibe; for fuller description see pp. 85-6, note 3.